WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

to impose a system of Unit Commands. In Information,
they put out propaganda of a party nature, and in
Operations they turned down good reasons for certain
tactics and strategies, in order to put the Communist
stamp on them.

When the Republican Government decided to turn the
Militia into a Regular Army, it began organising six mixed
Brigades and two International Brigades in Albacete. Of
the eight Brigade Commands, five were given to militant
Communists. The first Brigade to Lister, the Third to
Jose Maria Galan, the Sixth to Gallo, the Twelfth Inter-
national to General Lukach, the Thirteenth International
to General Gomez. That is to say that more than sixty
per cent of the Commands of the first units of the People's
Army were given to the Communist Party. This was
following the political tactics of the party, and complying
with the demands of U.S.S.R., either with the con-
sent of the War Minister, or without his realising the
manoeuvre.

This percentage of Commands in the People's Army
was held by the Communist Party throughout the whole
campaign and even rose higher during the last months,
when it reached the exorbitant figure of seventy per cent.
There were many protests and complaints from other
political parties and syndicates, but without any result,
since later on the Communist Party had in its service both
the Minister of National Defence, and the sub-Secretary
of the Army. I have often thought that this excess of
Communist Commands ,may have influenced France,
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